Genotoxic effects of niclosamide in Aspergillus nidulans.
A 2-5-month treatment with niclosamide, a widely used drug in developing countries, has been reported to induce lymphosarcomas in toad liver and kidney. The genotoxic effects of this drug have also been evaluated in Salmonella typhimurium, in somatic and germinal cells of mice and in human lymphocytes exposed in vitro and in vivo. The present study shows that niclosamide is also capable of inducing mitotic crossing-over and non-disjunction in Aspergillus nidulans, which points to the wide potential of this drug as a genotoxic agent.